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Re:  Written Ex Parte Statement of Robert Bosch, LLC;  

 

ET Docket No. 15-26, Amendments of Parts 1, 2, 15, 90, and 95 of the 

Commission’s Rules to Permit Radar Services in the 76-81 GHz Band;  

 

ET Docket No. 11-90, Amendment of Sections 15.35 and 15.253 of the 

Commission’s Rules Regarding Operation of Radar Systems in the 76-77 

GHz Band;  

 

ET Docket No. 10-28, Amendment of Section 15.253 of the Commission’s 

Rules to Permit Fixed Use of Radar in the 76-77 GHz Band;  

     

WT Docket No. 11-202, Amendment of the Commission’s Rules to Permit 

Radiolocation Operations in the 78-81 GHz Band. 

 

Greetings: 

 

 Robert Bosch, LLC (Bosch), an interested party1 in connection with the 

above-referenced docket proceedings, is constrained to clarify its position 

relative to the Commission’s proposed sunset of the 22-29 GHz (the “24 

GHz”) automotive radar authorization2 in the United States. Bosch has 

reviewed a July 22, 2016 ex parte statement filed on behalf of the Alliance of 

                                                
1 Bosch filed the Petition for Rule Making, RM-11666 on May 15, 2012 which formed the basis 

for ET Docket 15-26. Bosch’ Petition proposed a change in the Table of Allocations relative to 

the 77-81 GHz band in order to accommodate the development of, and to authorize automotive 

radar applications in that band in the United States. 

2 See, 47 C.F.R. §15.252. 
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Automobile Manufacturers and the Association of Global Automakers3 which 

makes certain arguments with respect to the proposal in ET Docket 15-26 to 

establish sunset provisions for wideband and ultra-wideband vehicular radar 

operations in the 24 GHz band. 

 

As noted in RM-11666, Bosch is a member of the “79 GHz Project”, which is 

an ongoing, international automotive 79 GHz frequency harmonization 

initiative and worldwide operating vehicular radar frequency standardization 

platform.4 Indeed, the point of the Docket 15-26 Notice of Proposed Rule 

Making5 in this proceeding was to further the worldwide plan to consolidate 

automotive radars in the 76-81 GHz band. CEPT and the European 

Commission have concluded that the 79 GHz band should be the long-term, 

globally harmonized frequency band for all automotive radar applications in 

lieu of 24 GHz. Bosch has therefore expressed no interest in retaining access 

to the 24 GHz band in the United States beyond the sunset provisions in 

effect in Europe. 

 

The Commission stated in paragraphs 43 and 44 of the Notice that currently, 

vehicular radars may operate on an unlicensed basis in the 16.2-17.7 GHz, 

23.12-29.0 GHz, 46.7-46.9 GHz, and 76-77 GHz bands. However, the 

Commission’s records showed only three certifications in the 23.12-29 GHz 

band, and none in the other bands below 76 GHz. Continental, in its 

comments supporting the Bosch Petition, noted that the use of the 24 GHz 

band for vehicular radars is being phased out in Europe and that “the effect of 

the cessation of the use of that band in Europe will strongly affect availability 

of 24 GHz radars in the United States in the near term.” 6 

                                                
3 Bosch is a member of the Association of Global Automakers and is identified as such in the 

July 22, 2016 Ex Parte Notice. 

4 See, www.79ghz.eu. This project, among other things, tracks the progress of allocation or 

authorization of the 77-81 GHz band in various countries relative to automotive radar systems. 

At the outset of the project, 79 GHz radar equipment was authorized in 27 countries that are 

CEPT and EC members; and in Singapore and Australia. 

5  Notice of Proposed Rule Making and Reconsideration Order, FCC 15-16, 80 Fed. Reg. 

12120, released February 5, 2015 in Docket 15-26 (the Notice). 

6  The Notice in this proceeding at paragraph 32 justified the allocation of the 77-81 GHz band 

for automotive radars, in part because “…permitting vehicular radars throughout the 76-81 GHz 

Band can also support industry efforts to consolidate vehicular radar into an internationally 

harmonized frequency band. (footnote omitted). Materials prepared by the 79 GHz project 

indicate that the 77-81 GHz band is already available for SRR (short-range radar) applications 

in many parts of the world, including Europe, Australia, Russia, and Chile, and is in progress in 

many others. 

http://www.79ghz.eu/
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Thus the Commission proposed to grandfather, for the life of the equipment, 

vehicular radars that are already installed or in use in the 22-29 GHz band 

range, so as to avoid the need to replace or discontinue the use of those radar 

systems. However, the Commission proposed to prohibit the certification of 

new vehicular radars that do not operate in the 76-81 GHz range, effective 30 

days from the date of publication of final rules regarding the 76-81 GHz band 

in the Federal Register. It also asked for comment as to how 22-29 GHz 

radars should be addressed relative to the transition to the 77-81 GHz band. 

 

In response to this, Bosch’s comments7 stated that it is “entirely reasonable to 

grandfather existing, 22-29 GHz vehicular radars that are already installed 

and in use for the life of the vehicle. There is an anticipated sunset date of 

20228 for radars in that frequency range in Europe, which is sufficiently far in 

the future that prohibiting certification of new vehicular radars that operate in 

bands other than 76-81 GHz is not burdensome.” Bosch adheres to that view; 

it continues to support the sunset provisions for the 24 GHz band in Europe; 

and it suggests that the Commission should adopt the same provisions in the 

United States, thus to encourage the worldwide harmonization of the 76-81 

GHz band for automotive radars in the public interest. 

 

The foregoing is submitted notwithstanding any representations by any other 

interested party to the contrary.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
       

Ana M. Meuwissen 

Director, Federal Government Affairs 

Robert Bosch LLC 
 

                                                
7 See Bosch Comments in Docket 15- dated April 5, 2015 at page 25. 

8  The 77-81 GHz band was initially identified by the European Conference of Postal and 

Telecommunications Administrations (CEPT) as a “possible future home” for SRR operations 

that are forced to relocate from the 24 GHz range. Initially, that CEPT sunset date for 24 GHz 

was 2014. It is now anticipated to be 2022. 


